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1) Josephus: Antiquities XII Ch. 7
Now Judas celebrated the festival of the restoration of the sacrifices of the temple for eight days, and
omitted no sort of pleasures thereon; but he feasted them upon very rich and splendid sacrifices; and he
honored God, and delighted them by hymns and psalms. Nay, they were so very glad at the revival of their
customs, when, after a long time of intermission, they unexpectedly had regained the freedom of their
worship, that they made it a law for their posterity, that they should keep a festival, on account of the
restoration of their temple worship, for eight days.
And from that time to this we celebrate this festival, and call it Lights. (®dota)
I suppose the reason was because this liberty beyond our hopes appeared to us; and that thence was the
name given to that festival. Judas also rebuilt the walls around about the city, and reared towers of great
height against the incursions of enemies and set guards therein. He also fortified the city Bethsura, that it
might serve as a citadel against any distresses that might come from our enemies.

Timeline: (all dates BOE)

597: Exile of Yehoyachin (Bavel) c. 460: End of Prophetic Era (Malakfii)

586: Exile of TzidRiyah, destruction of the Mikdash (Bavel) c. 450: Ezra

539: Conquest of Bavel by Cyrus, leader of Persians and Medes 332: Congquest of Persian Empire by Alexander the Great
537-6: Beginning of restoration of Mikdash 167: Defilement of the Mikdash

536-518: Suspension of rebuilding 164: Ouster of Greeks, rededication

518: Rebuilding commences, completed in 515 BCE
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On the 23rd day of Marheshvan the Soreg was torn down from the courtyard (of the Temple compound).
On the 3rd day of Kislev the idols were removed from the (court?)

I-R,ARMY (3

1Y SN A9N DR DRI THa v R OY jba) RTTY=13 71190 N2 311 v (x)
X9 i t::")ww: " m‘m m3 m:n") WIRN pEIIa ‘76’1?‘??5@"73 ‘7::1: w7 ING (3

e N-:rbr.ﬁ"?
1. Then the prophets, Haggai the prophet, and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied to the Jews
who were in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel, even to them.2. Then rose up
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and began to build the house of
God which is in Jerusalem; and with them were the prophets of God helping them.

ann 4
M7 SV 52337 MY ) (00)..TaND 2T 0N AT T UPTT) DY v a2 s 01w 0)
oI e mEaTN) Dy Bhe MoRE) M OVTIR 03337 NyIE () . D3T3 13NN 138O ol v
TSN T OV MBI ND PO Y YT MR 194 T A3 B T (20) 8233 W T2 TR e
DBIIN WP 28 TaNY A Tmenns bazon hs (%) minnb @i ayaTs oy sin-os by rrm1at ’lm )
:Hl'!: W’N E'l’::ﬂ E’D1D 1'['|’1 'l’:IJ'H -r::'m ’ﬂ:ﬂ"ﬁ CMJ'I J'HJB?JD 7?7'1 ’ﬂ'm@"ﬁ n1:5m: NDJ ’n:s-n (23) ;»-m-r-nm
J'NN:B’ "1 DNJ ’J'Hﬂ:l '[3": DD\T‘D 'pnmm "I'DNJ ’729 BN’DBNW'I: 5::1? '[ﬂ?N nm:m "1'DNJ N7 U1’: x3) W’HN

rebyitz@gmail.com 571 PO AN IR AR 0 e R Page


mailto:rebyitz@gmail.com

W37 OV 0NN nowna ourY- HHn, mmnd »pNY Y MY 0K 3Py M nm oh T oy

A any (s
«RI1I0DY ,RTIYP 022210 P72 HV TR 19X anp
9PN 28% DY N RINIVD ,NNPN INR D1 'N - RTIOP :R27 92 1IN 27 R /M
NR IR LTI VYNNNY DY PYRIN DIR ARV 19Y :970 0y Ty IR PN,
NOIPIY NN R I M INNY M MTYA PN oMY NNIoY Yavwa Rnw Y
DY IR NIV NAOPN IRV 117 ,[NYHNI] NIPN DY N 2V THY ,DNVN 10 1YY
MYY 20 DY NNY AV R LRI DYDY HY NN INR IIM PIRNY
DYY Dwap DM ,DNY DVWY DYap RN ,D020 DM 1HRD 1HORD IRWY  NINRN
D120 NTay
MISHNAH. THESE ARE THE FESTIVITIES OF THE IDOLATERS: KALENDA, SATURNALIA...
GEMARA. Said R. Hanan b. Raba: KALENDA is kept on the eight days following the [winter]
solstice. SATURNALIA on the eight days preceding the solstice. Our Rabbis taught: When
primitive Adam saw the day getting gradually shorter, he said, ‘Woe is me, perhaps because I
have sinned, the world around me is being darkened and returning to its state of chaos and
confusion; this then is the kind of death to which I have been sentenced from Heaven!” So he
began keeping an eight days’ fast. But as he observed the winter solstice and noted the day
getting increasingly longer, he said, ‘This is the world's course’, and he set forth to keep an eight
days’ festivity. In the following year he appointed both as festivals. Now, he fixed them for the
sake of Heaven, but the [heathens] appointed them for the sake of idolatry.

6) 2 Maccabees 10:1-8

Now Maccabeus and his followers, the Lord leading them on, recovered the
temple and the city; ?they tore down the altars that had been built in the public
square by the foreigners, and also destroyed the sacred precincts. *They purified
the sanctuary, and made another altar of sacrifice; then, striking fire out of flint,
they offered sacrifices, after a lapse of two years, and they offered incense and
lighted lamps and set out the bread of the Presence. ‘When they had done this,
they fell prostrate and implored the Lord that they might never again fall into
such misfortunes, but that, if they should ever sin, they might be disciplined by
him with forbearance and not be handed over to blasphemous and barbarous
nations. °It happened that on the same day on which the sanctuary had been
profaned by the foreigners, the purification of the sanctuary took place, that is,
on the twenty-fifth day of the same month, which was Chislev. ‘They celebrated
it for eight days with rejoicing, in the manner of the festival of booths,
remembering how not long before, during the festival of booths, they had been
wandering in the mountains and caves like wild animals. "Therefore, carrying
ivy-wreathed wands and beautiful branches and also fronds of palm, they
offered hymns of thanksgiving to him who had given success to the purifying of
his own holy place. *They decreed by public edict, ratified by vote, that the whole
nation of the Jews should observe these days every year.
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